
Aberdeen City 
 
Questions on modern studies and citizenship 
 

1. What proportion of your schools offer Modern Studies as a discrete subject in 
BGE?  All of our 11 Secondary Schools offer as discrete subject 

 
2. What proportion of your schools offer an integrated Social Studies Course in 

BGE? 10 out of 11 

 
3. In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover 

citizenship in S1 – S3? Almost all 7 out of 11 

 
4. In what proportion of your schools does PSE/PSHE curriculum cover 

citizenship in S4 – S6? 5 out of 11 
 
Senior Phase 
 
[NB please note these questions relate to whether your schools provide the following 
qualifications, as opposed to whether pupils attending your schools access these 
courses in other schools or in colleges] 
 

1. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 3 
qualification in Senior Phase? 
Almost All 

 
2. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 4 

qualification in the Senior Phase? 
Almost All 

 
3. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies National 5 

qualification in the Senior Phase? 
Almost All 

 
4. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Higher qualification in 

the Senior Phase? 

           All 

5. What proportion of your schools offer a Modern Studies Advanced Higher 
qualification in the Senior Phase? 

All schools offer but may be taken at City Campus School 

6. Has the provision of qualifications at any of these levels fluctuated over the 
past five years? If so, please specify. 

Almost consistently no, but numbers fluctuate in 2 Schools 

Staffing 
 

1. What proportion of secondary schools in your area have at least one full time 
specialist modern studies teacher (or equivalent of at least 1 FTE)? 



All City Schools have at least 1 Full Time 

2. What proportion of the modern studies specialists in schools in your area are 
teaching in permanent posts?  

10 permanent, 1 Probationer 

3. Has the number of permanent posts in modern studies changed in the last 5 
years in your area? If so, please provide details. 

Generally, has remained consistent but some variation in individual 
schools where there are dual qualifications 

4. Of the secondary schools in your area that offer discrete Modern Studies 
classes in BGE, roughly what proportion of these classes are taught by a 
specialist modern studies teacher? 

All are taught by a specialist social subjects’ teacher in BGE. Variable 
dependent on expertise and timetable 

5. What proportion of secondary schools in your area offer Modern Studies 
qualifications of some form? Within this proportion, do you know the extent to 
which these classes are taught by a specialist modern studies teacher? 

         All 

6. Are there any specific challenges in your area at present in relation to the 
recruitment of modern studies specialists? Has this become easier or more 
challenging over the course of the past 5 years? 

Yes, All have found it challenging to recruit qualified Modern Studies 
teachers. 

General comments (optional) 

1. What could help to improve the quality of teaching and learning in modern 
studies in your education authority area?  

Focused recruitment drive.  

Increase opportunities for collegiate working 

2. Are there any other comments you would like to make to inform the 
Committee’s work? 

Pupil demand can often outstrip availability of staffing therefore unable 
to deliver enough Higher classes etc. 

There are additional staffing recruitment challenges in other subject 
areas including DT, Physics, HE, Computing and Business. 

 

 

 

 

 


